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friends, the electoral system  brings  a multitude of
citizens  permanently  together,   who would  always
have remained unknown to each other.    Freedom
engenders private animosities,  but despotism gives^
birth to general indifference.
The Americans have combated by free institutions
the tendency of equality to keep men asunder, and
they have subdued it. The legislators of America
did not suppose that a general representation of the
whole nation would suffice to ward off a disorder at
once so natural to the frame of democratic society,
and so fatal : they also thought that it would be well
to infuse political life into each portion of the terri-
tory, in order to multiply to an infinite extent
opportunities of acting in concert for all the members
of the community, and to make them constantly feel
their mutual dependence on each other. The plan
was a wise one. The general affairs of a country
only engage the attention of leading politicians, who
assemble from time to time in the same places ; and 1
as they often lose sight of each other afterward, no
lasting ties are established between them. But if the
object be to have the local affairs of a district con-
ducted by the men who reside there, the same
persons are always in contact, and they are, in a
manner, forced to be acquainted, and to adapt them-
selves to one another.
It is difficult to draw a man out of his own circle to
interest him in the destiny of the State, because he
does not clearly understand what influence the destiny
of the State can have upon his own lot. But if it be
proposed to make a road across the end of his estate,
he will see at a glance that there is a connection'
between this small public affair and his greatest
private affairs ; and he will discover, without its
being shown to him, the close tie which unites private